
Theory and Practice of Medicine. By Freder-
ick T. Roberts, M.D. Illustrated. Fifth Ameri-
ican Edition. Publishers, P. Blakiston, Son & Co.
This work is so well known to American Medical

men that an extended notice of it is superfluous.
The present edition consists of a single volume of a
thousand pages. Numerous additions have been
made to the subject matter in order to incorporate the
most recent discoveries. The characteristics of the
work are fullness without prolixity. The work is, as
it always has been, an excellent manual.

LONDON LETTER.

The Patent Medicine Stamp Act\p=m-\theEnglish
Board of Inland Revenue Decision against

Nostrums, Specifics, and Legitimate Foreign
Drugs.

London, July 14, 1884.
The recent decision of the Board of Inland Reve-

nue against legitimate foreign drugs, as well as all
patent medicine, has caused great dissatisfaction
among both the medical and pharmaceutical profes-
sions throughout the Kingdom. It appears that the
action of the Board was made specially upon the
medicinal preparations of Park, Davis & Co., many
of which are now being largely used in Great
Britain. The Stamp Act of 1812, which has thus
been unjustly interpreted by the board against the
profession of this country, was in vogue when both
pharmacy and medicine were in their infancy. En-
glish pharmacists and physicians no longer depend
upon their own home products for fine preparations
and good therapeutic results, but upon the valued
remedies obtained from all parts of the world. In
other words, the great strides of these two professions
in England have outgrown this obsolete Stamp Act,
and the decision recently rendered has caused univer¬
sal regret. In fact, the English physicians and
pharmacists are most liberal in all matters that con¬
cern their respective departments. They are anxious
—in truth, enthusiastic—to test the merits of all
preparations that may come from any nation on the
earth, and especially desirous of using American
drugs. During my short stay in London, in visiting
the various hospitals, I have been most agreeably
surprised to find the large quantity of American and
other foreign drugs that are in constant use in these
institutions. The therapeutists connected with these
hospitals, who are ranked as the best and most scien¬
tific in the world, are the most liberal and progressive
in their opinions. For instance, the collection of
drugs used by Dr. William Murrell, one of the most
prominent teachers of Materia Medica and Thera¬
peutics at the Westminster School, includes all the

recent preparations, both simple and compound,
found in use at the present day. There was conval-
laramin and all the other important alkaloids, and
jequirity, and even a full line of those useful and
practical remedies, the oleates, that have been intro¬
duced and so largely manufactured by Dr. Lawrence
Wolff, the chemist, of Philadelphia. A full line of
foreign drugs are not used alone in the institution
just named, but in all the schools in this great Euro¬
pean medical centre. It can therefore be clearly
seen what a great inconvenience and dissatisfaction
the recent decision of the Board of Inland Rev¬
enue will create. It will limit the usefulness of
therapeutics in the United Kingdom. This increase
of price on legitimate foreign drugs by the patent-
medicine Stamp act will place them, in the great
majority of cases in practice, beyond general use by
practitioners for their patients. English physicians
are practical in all matters, and they always study
economy for the sake of those they serve so well.
This unfortunate Stamp act has, however, operated
largely in favor of patent medicines ever since it has
been in existence. Thus, the government stamps offi¬
cially all worthless trash, and the gullible public are
impressed with the conviction that the drug so highly
endorsed must be good, pure, and perfect. The
most ingenious, as well as poisonous combinations
are thus easily, under the protection of the govern¬
ment, dispensed without a word of caution to the
people. I am pleased, however, to see that the pro¬
fession are awake to the needs of the times, and are

actively pushing a bill before Parliament which will
eradicate all the abuses of this act. The bill has
a very large support, and the profession are all con¬
vinced that it will soon pass and become a law that
will benefit the people directly. S.

BOSTON LETTER.

The Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Medical
Society for the current year, constituting the one hun-
dred and third (103) anniversary, was held in Boston,
June 10 and 11. The number of members present
was unusually large, and there was a great amount of
interest in the proceedings of the meeting. The
weather was fine. The arrangements for the meeting
were admirably conducted by a strong committee
consisting of six of the most energetic, public-spirited
of the younger physicians of Boston, aided by the
hearty co\l=o"\perationof a large corps of able and will-
ing assistants.
The anniversary exercises were inaugurated by an

invitation to the Fellows of the Society to visit and
inspect the Massachusetts General Hospital, the City
Hospital, the new Children's Hospital, and the Lying\x=req-\
in Hospital. These institutions were the object of
attention on the part of many of the Society until 12
o'clock, when the larger number of delegates assem-
bled in the spacious hall of the new Harvard Medical
School to listen to the address ofProf. H. P. Bow-
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